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Building a life in France

Elizabeth and Simon Ellis have built a dream home in France - with a lot of
back-breaking work and a little help from their children. Elizabeth Ellis tells
how they created a beautiful place that they also rent out as a holiday home.

Above En famille: The Ellis
family from Hale standing
proudly outside their hand-
built luxury villa in Toulouse:
mum and dad Elizabeth and
Simon with 15-year-old twins
Amelia and Samuel, Oscar,
aged nine, and seven-year-
old Florence
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EFORE our move to Toulouse in
B 2003, my family's life centred

around the Hale area. We lived in
Hale Barns and for a time in | Hale. | had
managed the Altrincham and Stockport
branches of Adecco and our children
were educated at Forrest School in
Timperley. Four years ago my husband
and | would have struggled to have put
up a shelf, let alone build a luxury
holiday home.

Seemingly every 'man and his dog'
that moves to France is opening a gite.
But unlike most people who cross the
Channel we had never previously built so
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much as a doll's house - and we have
built this luxury villa ourselves.

Prior to our move, Simon was working
at KPMG as an IT consultant. This
necessitated him working away from
home for large portions of the week;
thus he did not see much of our four
young children. We longed to be brave
enough to up-sticks and move to
France. Then in August 2003, having
sold our beloved farmhouse, a sizeable
part of our belongings and wrapped up
a business, our dream became a reality.

To the south of Toulouse the property
search began and we had to kiss many



